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CPRE South East e-Bulletin 

Autumn 2021 

____________________________ 

Welcome to the Autumn 2021 issue of the CPRE 
South East e-Bulletin. This is a quarterly digest of 
the latest news and views on land-use planning and 
development in the south-eastern counties of 
England, with a particular focus on protection of 
the region’s countryside and green spaces. We also 
include relevant national news that may impact on 
the south-east of England. This e-Bulletin is 
published by CPRE South East as a service to all of 
CPRE’s branches and local groups in this region, 
and for all other campaigners for the countryside.  

_________________________________________ 
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LATEST NEWS 

Government Reshuffle and Planning Reform 
‘Pause’ 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government is now, officially, the 
Ministry of Levelling-Up, Housing and 
Communities Ambitious Plans to drive levelling 
up agenda - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and the 
department  has a new Secretary of State, 
South East MP Michael Gove (Surrey Heath). 
Robert Jenrick is out. Where this leaves the 
forthcoming Planning Bill is anyone’s guess, 
but there are already indications that Mr 
Gove’s remit will not be restricted to housing 
and planning but will extend into other 
departments’ responsibilities including 
transport and education because of the 
importance of infrastructure and skills to the 
Government’s levelling-up agenda.  

Michael Gove is generally regarded as having 
been quite a successful Environment Secretary 
between 2017 and 2019, and to have shown 
during his tenure a genuine commitment to 
environmental protection, but he has also 
made some unsettling comments in the past 
about planning What Michael Gove’s 
appointment as housing secretary could mean 
for planning | Planning Resource and 
especially Green Belts (despite being MP for a 
Green Belt constituency), so the best we can 
say about his likely approach in his new post is 
that ‘the jury is out’.  

A week before the Cabinet Reshuffle which 
handed Mr Gove the housing and planning 
brief, a report appeared in The Times Ministers 
drop shake-up of planning laws | News | The 
Times suggesting that the Government was 
about to U-turn on its plans for changes to the 
planning system. The report stated that 
ministers had bowed to pressure from the 
Planning Concern group of Tory backbench 
MPs and had decided to drop the proposal to 
introduce ‘zonal planning’ with a presumption 
in favour of development in designated growth 
zones. Following Michael Gove’s appointment, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ambitious-plans-to-drive-levelling-up-agenda
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ambitious-plans-to-drive-levelling-up-agenda
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1727572/michael-goves-appointment-housing-secretary-mean-planning
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1727572/michael-goves-appointment-housing-secretary-mean-planning
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1727572/michael-goves-appointment-housing-secretary-mean-planning
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ministers-drop-shake-up-of-planning-laws-6k3cbq00w
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ministers-drop-shake-up-of-planning-laws-6k3cbq00w
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ministers-drop-shake-up-of-planning-laws-6k3cbq00w
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a report in The Guardian clarified that this 
really meant a ‘pause’ to the proposed 
planning reforms Michael Gove set to pause 
contentious planning shake-up | Planning 
policy | The Guardian but not necessarily an 
abandonment of the mission to ‘fast-track’ 
development. MPs are said to be divided on 
whether the replacement of Robert Jenrick 
with Michael Gove really means a new policy 
or merely a new approach to how that policy is 
sold to backbenchers.  

National CPRE has taken an optimistic view 
and in a recent statement Deputy CEO Tom 
Fyans stated: “Positive changes to the planning 
system are long overdue – in future it is vital 
that local communities are empowered to 
protect their precious green spaces while 
delivering the affordable homes they 
desperately need and, at the same time, 
responding to the climate emergency by 
regenerating the countryside. This decision by 
ministers is a victory for common sense and 
local campaigners all across the country who 
just wanted a proper say on the needs of their 
communities and how their area should be 
developed. We look forward to working with 
the Government on creating a planning system 
that puts the needs of local communities 
ahead of developers’ profits.” 

AROUND THE REGION 

National Parks and AONBs 

The Daily Telegraph reported in August that 
both the Chilterns AONB (which covers parts of 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire) and the Cotswold AONB 
(mostly Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire but 
also covering parts of Somerset, Wiltshire, 
Warwickshire and Worcestershire) were in line 
to be ‘upgraded’ to National Park status: 
Chilterns and Cotswolds earmarked for 
national park status (telegraph.co.uk). The 
Government has not denied this but has 
played down the reports and has reiterated 
that new National Parks are definitely to be 
announced shortly but not necessarily from 

these two AONBs: Government plays down 
reports that Chilterns and Cotswolds are set to 
become national parks | Planning Resource.  

There are currently 10 National Parks in 
England, the newest of which is the South 
Downs (designated in 2010) which stretches 
nearly 90 miles through Hampshire, East 
Sussex and West Sussex. The 2019 ‘Glover 
Committee’ – chaired by journalist Julian 
Glover – commissioned by Defra to examine 
the state of Britain’s rural landscapes had 
recommended expanding and strengthening 
landscape protections, including the creation 
of new National Parks and AONBs. DEFRA - 
Landscapes Review - Final Report 2019 
(publishing.service.gov.uk)  

Both the Chilterns and the Surrey Hills AONB 
are due for boundary reviews, and the Surrey 
review was confirmed on 24 June this year: 
Surrey Hills next in line for boundary extension 
| Surrey Hills. Allison Potts, Area Manager for 
Natural England, said: “The Surrey Hills is an 
iconic and beautiful landscape encompassing 
rare habitats from chalk grassland to extensive 
ancient woodland and is enjoyed by millions of 
residents and visitors from all across the 
region. We are very excited to announce 
proposals to explore an extension to the 
Surrey Hills AONB, a move we hope will boost 
nature’s recovery and help more people access 
one of England’s most beautiful landscapes, as 
we build back greener from the pandemic.” 

Island Homes 

Isle of Wight MP Bob Seely has in recent 
months proved himself one of the most active 
and articulate critics of the Government’s 
planning changes. Bob Seely: The case against 
planning revolutionaries – and their flawed 
assumptions about how to get housing done | 
Conservative Home He has also been battling 
away alongside CPRE Isle of Wight against 
inappropriate and unsustainable development 
in his own constituency, most recently 
opposing a scheme for almost 500 new houses 
at Westridge Dairy Farm near Ryde and 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/sep/17/michael-gove-set-to-pause-contentious-planning-shake-up
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/sep/17/michael-gove-set-to-pause-contentious-planning-shake-up
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/sep/17/michael-gove-set-to-pause-contentious-planning-shake-up
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/08/20/chilterns-cotswolds-earmarked-national-park-status-shake-up/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/08/20/chilterns-cotswolds-earmarked-national-park-status-shake-up/
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1725616/government-plays-down-reports-chilterns-cotswolds-set-become-national-parks
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1725616/government-plays-down-reports-chilterns-cotswolds-set-become-national-parks
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1725616/government-plays-down-reports-chilterns-cotswolds-set-become-national-parks
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.surreyhills.org/surrey-hills-next-in-line-for-boundary-extension/
https://www.surreyhills.org/surrey-hills-next-in-line-for-boundary-extension/
https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2021/06/bob-seely-the-case-against-planning-revolutionaries-and-their-flawed-assumptions-about-how-to-get-housing-done.html
https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2021/06/bob-seely-the-case-against-planning-revolutionaries-and-their-flawed-assumptions-about-how-to-get-housing-done.html
https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2021/06/bob-seely-the-case-against-planning-revolutionaries-and-their-flawed-assumptions-about-how-to-get-housing-done.html
https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2021/06/bob-seely-the-case-against-planning-revolutionaries-and-their-flawed-assumptions-about-how-to-get-housing-done.html
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objecting strongly to plans by UK Oil & Gas 
(UKOG) for oil drilling at Arreton. He is also the 
author of an excellent publication on “Isle of 
Wight Housing and Land Use” which 
challenges the housing targets imposed on the 
island but goes further: “…this document does 
not just focus on housing targets themselves, 
but about how we reverse fifty years of poorly 
thought-out housebuilding which prioritised 
mainland house-buyers over the needs of 
Islanders, young and old. It is also about how 
we protect the landscape of the Isle of Wight 
for future generations, for our social and 
economic benefit, and how we provide a 
positive future for Islanders in line with the 
Island’s status as a UNESCO biosphere.” Well 
worth reading. Are any other MPs in the South 
East doing something like this? 
Isle_of_Wight_Housing_and_Land_Use.pdf 
(bobseely.org.uk) 

Oxford to Cambridge Arc 

Thanks to the hard work of campaigners across 
the Oxford to Cambridge corridor, the 
controversial ‘expressway’ road linking the 
two university cities has been scrapped. The 
Expressway had been paused in March 2020 
and now, after further analysis and public 
engagement, the Government has decided the 
project is not cost-effective. The Department 
for Transport will now look at more targeted 
road interventions to improve transport links. 
This is great news. However, there are still 
major development threats to the area due to 
the Government’s focus on the OxCam Arc. 

The Oxford to Cambridge (or OxCam) Arc is the 
name given to a cross-government initiative 
that supports planning for the future across 
five counties: Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Northamptonshire. The Government regards it 
as an ambitious plan to “unleash the economic 
and cultural potential” of these areas and to 
transform the OxCam Arc into one of the 
world’s premier growth corridors. The 
Government view is that it: “will help to create 
thousands of jobs, drive investment, protect 

and enhance the environment, and provide 
the infrastructure and beautiful new places.”  

CPRE Oxfordshire has registered its concern 
that the proposals are looking to focus massive 
investment and development in an already 
overheated region, and that it risks driving a 
maximum growth agenda inappropriate in a 
climate emergency and post-Covid world, and 
unwanted by the local populations on whom it 
will be foisted. How can large-scale building 
possibly enhance the environment? As CPRE 
Oxfordshire’s Chair, Paula Buck explains: “We 
know that growth, both economic and in terms 
of housing, are inevitable, but this needs to be 
framed around local development and need. 
We are working alongside other CPRE groups 
in the OxCam Arc, together with support from 
National CPRE to make representations to 
Government with a shared voice.” 

CPRE Oxon is also partnering with other 
environmental groups in an alliance against 
the Government’s plans for the OxCam Arc. 
nature conservation and countryside charities 
including the RSPB, the Woodland Trust, and 
the Wildlife Trusts covering Bedfordshire, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire. The 
charities have put out a joint statement saying 
that the proposals for increased house-
building and infrastructure in the OxCam Arc 
are “bypassing critical processes for 
safeguarding the environment”. They are 
jointly calling on ministers to “rethink their 
plans”. Government must urgently rethink Oxford-
Cambridge Arc to protect nature and climate - 
CPRE Oxfordshire (cpreoxon.org.uk) 
 
Gatwick Airport Consultation 

Gatwick Airport has announced a public 
consultation to bring its existing northern 
(emergency) runway into routine use 
alongside its main runway. The consultation 
closes on Wednesday 1 December 2021. 

Northern Runway Consultation Documents | 
Gatwick Airport LGW. Local CPRE groups as 
well as the Gatwick Area Conservation 

https://www.bobseely.org.uk/sites/www.bobseely.org.uk/files/2020-09/Isle_of_Wight_Housing_and_Land_Use.pdf
https://www.bobseely.org.uk/sites/www.bobseely.org.uk/files/2020-09/Isle_of_Wight_Housing_and_Land_Use.pdf
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2882-government-must-urgently-rethink-oxford-cambridge-arc-to-protect-nature-and-climate
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2882-government-must-urgently-rethink-oxford-cambridge-arc-to-protect-nature-and-climate
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2882-government-must-urgently-rethink-oxford-cambridge-arc-to-protect-nature-and-climate
https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/future-plans/northern-runway/documents/
https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/future-plans/northern-runway/documents/
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Campaign (GACC) and Communities Against 
Gatwick Noise Emissions (CAGNE) are 
campaigning against the proposal which would 
be a de facto expansion of the airport. 
Operating as a 2-runway airport would see 
Gatwick increase its annual passenger capacity 
from 62 million to 75m by 2038 – making it 
almost as large as Heathrow today.  

GACC Chair Peter Barclay said this would have 
“negative impacts for people over a wide area 
– in terms of noise and air pollution, more 
night noise and sleep deprivation, and impacts 
on local infrastructure. All that affects people’s 
quality of life. While humanity urgently needs 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, if we are 
to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of 
climate change, it makes no sense to allow 
Gatwick to expand, adding another one million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions per year.” 

Gatwick Airport tried to assure local residents 
by issuing a statement that the changes would 
have a “low impact” on local communities, but 
CAGNE’s Sally Pavey points out that areas of 
Surrey and Sussex close to the runway will 
become “no-sleep noise ghettos” and that by 
constantly releasing planes early in the 
morning to maximise flight numbers, as well as 
at night, Gatwick will ensure that “residents 
who suffer from arrivals can expect to see 
major increases – so much for ‘low impact’ 
Going from 285,00 flights a year to 382,000!” 

Both CAGNE and GACC are offering advice on 
their websites on how to respond to the 
consultation: Stop Gatwick Expansion - CAGNE 
and www.gacc.org.uk/gatwick-expansion.php 

 
Oil Drilling Sites in the South East 
 

Oil exploration is a growing business – and 
growing threat – in the South East of England. 
Drilling is already taking place (or there are 
applications for drilling) at Arreton and 
Godshill, Isle of Wight; Balcombe, Broadford 
Bridge, Singleton and Storrington in West 
Sussex; Albury, Bletchinghley, Brockham, 

Dunsfold, Horse Hill and Lingfield in Surrey. At 
Leith Hill in Surrey, Kirdford and Wisborough 
Green in West Sussex, oil exploration has 
been stopped. CPRE groups have been 
actively involved in this campaign and there is 
a coordinating body monitoring the threat 
and helping to organise local opposition. The 
Weald Action Group (WAG) began in the 
Sussex Weald and has expanded to cover the 
whole of the South East due to the rapid 
growth of this threat to the region’s 
countryside.  
 

WAG helps to train and empower community 
groups to campaign against the expansion of 
fossil fuel exploration; it provides networking 
opportunities and skill shares for groups; and 
assists local groups to lobby decision-makers 
on the key issues: acidization/fracking, climate 
change, keeping decision-making local, and 
other impacts from oil and gas exploration: 
Weald Action Group – Communities fighting 
onshore oil and gas. If, locally, you are affected 
by this issue, and you are not already in touch 
with WAG, please take a look at their website. 
 
Rural Recovery Conference 
 

CPRE Hampshire and Action Hampshire will 
be holding a joint conference entitled “Rural 
Hampshire: Recovery and Beyond” looking at 
how to influence recovery in rural Hampshire 
Action Hampshire and CPRE Hampshire Joint 
Rural Conference - 19 October 21 - CPRE 
Hampshire During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
communities, businesses and organisations in 
rural Hampshire stepped up and found new 
ways of working together and supporting each 
other.  
 

CPRE Hampshire states: “As we start the slow 
journey back to some form of normality, most 
agree that the post-pandemic ‘normal’ is likely 
to look very different to what we knew before. 
How can we learn from our experiences and 
help to shape the future? What are the 
challenges and opportunities? What can we do 
to support rural recovery? How can we care for 
the countryside and for each other?” 

https://cagne.org/stop-gatwick-expansion/
http://www.gacc.org.uk/gatwick-expansion.php
http://www.wealdactiongroup.org.uk/
http://www.wealdactiongroup.org.uk/
https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/discover/action-hampshire-and-cpre-hampshire-joint-rural-conference-october-19-202/
https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/discover/action-hampshire-and-cpre-hampshire-joint-rural-conference-october-19-202/
https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/discover/action-hampshire-and-cpre-hampshire-joint-rural-conference-october-19-202/
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The conference will be held in Littleton near 
Winchester on Tuesday 19 October. Tickets 
are FREE and are available by registering at 
Eventbrite. This is a very worthwhile initiative 
by CPRE Hampshire and perhaps a model for 
other CPREs in the South East. 

 
Achieving Net Zero 

The South East Climate Alliance (SECA) has 
given evidence to Parliament’s Environmental 
Audit Committee on the role of local councils 
in achieving national Net Zero targets. SECA 
said in its submission to the committee that 
local authorities are “often working with their 
hands tied behind their back due to lack of 
resources, lack of a clear mandate, and lack of 
a coherent policy framework to work within.” 
SECA compiled evidence from across the South 
East region and gave both written and oral 
evidence to the committee, the latter at a 
session of the inquiry on 8 September: Local 
Government and Net Zero – Evidence from 
SECA | South East Climate Alliance 
(seclimatealliance.uk). There is a recording of 
the evidence session here: Parliamentlive.tv - 
Environmental Audit Committee 

 

Dark Skies Matter 

Inspired by National CPRE’s “Night Blight” 
campaign and annual Star Count, a partnership 
between CPRE Surrey, Surrey Wildlife Trust 
and Surrey Hills AONB led to the creation of a 
wider campaign – now open to organisations 
throughout the South East – entitled “Dark 
Skies Matter” which has a very informative 
website. CPRE groups across the region are 
encouraged to go online and sign-up to 
support the campaign and become involved. 
The site has a wealth of information about the 
value of “true darkness” and starry skies. As 
John Evans, Coordinator of Dark Skies Matter, 
explains: “Our bodies need the restorative 
darkness of natural night as much as they need 
the bright light of day. But light pollution is 
destroying this crucial balance, compromising 

our well-being and the lives of our fellow 
creatures, wasting resources and contributing 
to climate change. Because of light pollution, 
we are in danger of losing forever the beauty 
of the natural night and its power to heal and 
inspire – a heritage that has been ours from 
the earliest times. Why are we allowing this to 
happen? Light pollution is litter, harmful and 
wasteful. It does nothing useful at all.” 
https://www.darkskiesmatter.org.uk/video_tr
anscript#:~:text=The reasons to value dark 
skies are many%2C,interests of our founder 
supporters mirror this diversity. 

 

Dorothy Morley Conservation Award  

CPRE Berkshire runs an excellent award 
scheme for schools in conjunction with Berks, 
Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). The 
Dorothy Morley Conservation Award reflects 
the aspirations of a dedicated conservationist, 
Dorothy Morley, who died in 1995. She was a 
strong campaigner on rural issues (Chair of 
Newbury & Hungerford District of CPRE Berks). 
The award is given in her memory, made 
possible by the generosity of her family. Says 
Gloria Keene of CPRE Berks: “Dorothy Morley 
believed in protecting the living environment 
as a means to improving the quality of life for 
all, not only as key elements for a sustainable 
future but also building a strong sense of 
community and partnership in both towns and 
villages.” A cash prize is awarded for the two 
best environmental/conservation projects in 
Berkshire. First prize £1,000 and Second prize 
£500.  

Projects should ideally involve the widest 
participation of pupils, teachers and parents. 
The only constraint is that the project must 
address environmental conservation in the 
widest sense. The size of the project is 
unimportant. Examples are: Sustainable living 
e.g. waste recycling, litter projects, tree 
planting; Surveys, studies or other projects 
which promote conservation.; Partnership 
projects; Promoting organic/local food and 
vegetables; Creating or developing school 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rural-hampshire-recovery-and-beyond-tickets-168433664625?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://seclimatealliance.uk/local-government-and-net-zero-evidence-from-seca/
https://seclimatealliance.uk/local-government-and-net-zero-evidence-from-seca/
https://seclimatealliance.uk/local-government-and-net-zero-evidence-from-seca/
https://seclimatealliance.uk/local-government-and-net-zero-evidence-from-seca/
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/93cc3046-1069-4fa9-9873-fd9b6940d586
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/93cc3046-1069-4fa9-9873-fd9b6940d586
https://www.darkskiesmatter.org.uk/video_transcript#:~:text=The reasons to value dark skies are many%2C,interests of our founder supporters mirror this diversity.
https://www.darkskiesmatter.org.uk/video_transcript#:~:text=The reasons to value dark skies are many%2C,interests of our founder supporters mirror this diversity.
https://www.darkskiesmatter.org.uk/video_transcript#:~:text=The reasons to value dark skies are many%2C,interests of our founder supporters mirror this diversity.
https://www.darkskiesmatter.org.uk/video_transcript#:~:text=The reasons to value dark skies are many%2C,interests of our founder supporters mirror this diversity.
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gardens; Creating or maintaining sustainable 
accessible environments for wildlife or wild 
flowers, which can be enjoyed by the 
community. For details go to: 2020 Dorothy 
Morley Conservation Award - CPRE Berkshire  
 

Ending the War on Nature 

As this e-Bulletin goes to press, CPRE Sussex 
and its partners are due to hold a major event 
entitled ‘Ending the War on Nature’. This will 
be held on Saturday 2 October and is a 
partnership between Shoreham Wordfest, 
CPRE Sussex and Sussex Wildlife Trust. A 
highlight will be the participation of Isabella 
Tree and the Knepp Rewilding project, looking 
at ideas beyond rewilding, including nature 
recovery, climate change responses, 
‘doughnut economics’ and learning how to 
appreciate the countryside as the key capital 
asset for our existence and well-being.  

While the morning sessions will clarify what 
‘ending the war’ means, in the afternoon CPRE 
Sussex Chair Dan Osborn will lead sessions 
with Dr Marie Claire Brisbois (Director of 
Sussex Energy Group and the energy policy 
specialist in the Science Policy Research Unit at 
University of Sussex), Dr Elizabeth Corker 
(Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Behaviour 
Change at UCL) and Brian Kilkelly (who recently 
led the EU’s largest public/private partnership 
addressing climate change) in developing 
responses locally and nationally with the aim 
of sending a message to the PM for COP26, as 
well as leading to wider action. 

It is hoped that participants in ‘Ending the War 
on Nature’ will form into ‘communities of 
interest’ groups, enabling them to become 
more effective influencers. Behind this is the 
aim of establishing sufficient common purpose 
and good enough information bases, to 
stimulate campaigning and democratic 
activity. This is a trailblazing initiative and can 
be a useful model for future campaigns by 
CPRE groups across the South East and 

beyond. CPRE Sussex is hoping to use small 
‘mixed’ groups, potentially working across 
boundaries, to work together to develop 
problem-solving and leadership, moving the 
personal to the ‘active citizen’ role. There will 
be book stalls at the event and participation 
from a wide range of groups and individuals. 
Please note that the conference is already fully 
booked but to see what a packed agenda and 
excellent speakers are being deployed this 
weekend, please check out the web page: 
Ending the War on Nature - featuring Isabella Tree 
| Shoreham Wordfest  

 

90th Birthday Celebrations 

CPRE Oxfordshire is celebrating its ninetieth 
birthday. The group was founded in 1931 and 
launched at a public meeting at County Hall, 
Oxford. John Buchan, the politician and author 
of The Thirty Nine Steps, was CPRE 
Oxfordshire’s first Chairman. At that time 
campaigns included calling for an effective 
national and local planning system to control 
development, particularly warning of the 
dangers of urban sprawl to the countryside. A 
constant and enduring theme in recent 
decades has been the group’s opposition to 
the destruction of the Oxford City Green Belt.  

Says CPRE Oxfordshire’s Director, Helen 
Marshall: “With Oxfordshire identified as a 
‘growth hub’, and with the OxCamArc 
proposals lining up the county for a near 
doubling of its housing stock and population by 
2050, CPRE Oxfordshire’s role is vital. That is 
why we are raising funds to appoint a new 
Planning Co-ordinator to work with 
volunteers, parish councils, local community 
groups and individuals, many overwhelmed by 
the scale and pace of development plans 
coming forward for the county, to make sure 
the group can provide a co-ordinated and 
effective voice speaking up for rural 
Oxfordshire at this critical time.” 

To mark CPRE Oxfordshire’s 90th birthday, a 
series of special online seminars is being held, 

https://www.cpreberkshire.org.uk/get-involved/events/dorothy-morley-conservation-award-2020/
https://www.cpreberkshire.org.uk/get-involved/events/dorothy-morley-conservation-award-2020/
https://www.shorehamwordfest.com/event/ending-the-war-on-nature-featuring-isabella-tree/
https://www.shorehamwordfest.com/event/ending-the-war-on-nature-featuring-isabella-tree/
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focusing on the future of the English 
countryside. The seminars are:  
 

7pm, Wed 13 October – How to Farm in the 
21st Century. Speaker: Ian Wilkinson, Farm-ED 
 

7pm, Tues 2 November – A Natural History of 
the British Hedgerow & What Comes Next… 
Speaker: John Wright FLS 
 

7pm, Tues 9 November - Reducing our Demand 
for Water. Speaker: Andrew Tucker, Demand 
Reduction Strategy Manager, Thames Water 
 

7pm, Tues 23 November – The Environment 
Bill and Biodiversity Net Gain: Will it Deliver? 
Speaker: Richard Benwell, Chief Executive, 
Wildlife & Countryside Link.  
 

The CPRE Oxfordshire 90th anniversary lectures 
are free to attend, but donations towards the 
90th anniversary appeal would be very 
gratefully received. The Future of the English 
Countryside: a series of online lectures to 
celebrate CPRE Oxfordshire’s 90th anniversary 
- CPRE Oxfordshire (cpreoxon.org.uk) 

 
Tandridge Local Plan 

Tandridge District Council has been waiting for 
many months for the Inspector’s report on the 
district’s Local Plan. The Council changed 
hands in May after the local elections, and in 
August the new Independent-led 
administration, being opposed to loss of Green 
Belt land (the district is 94% Green Belt) 
notified the Inspector that it wished to shorten 
the Plan period and thereby drop from the 
Plan the previous (Conservative) 
administration’s proposal to build a ‘Garden 
Village’ of 4,000 houses on Green Belt 
farmland south of Godstone. The changes 
were proposed because the Garden Village 
had proved a sticking point due to pressure on 
junction 6 of the M25 and other roads. The 
Council’s new leadership believed that the 
shortening of the Plan period and the removal 
of the Garden Village would clear the way for 
the Inspector to reach a conclusion about the 

truncated Plan and find it ‘sound’. However, 
just a fortnight after the Council wrote to the 
Inspector proposing the changes to the Plan, 
and removing the South Godstone Garden 
Village, the Inspector sent a new letter to the 
Council stating that “although I will not reach a 
final decision on the way forward until I have 
had the opportunity to consider the Council’s 
response to this letter, I am of the view that 
withdrawal of the plan from examination is 
looking like the most appropriate option given 
the circumstances.”  

Last December, the Inspector had given 
Tandridge Council his preliminary conclusions, 
stating that he had “significant concerns” 
about the Plan’s soundness. He had given the 
Council two choices: to continue with the Plan 
and try to address his concerns on a number of 
matters or to withdraw it and start a new Plan. 
It had always been the incoming 
administration’s greatest worry that the Plan 
would be found ‘unsound’ and the District 
would therefore be left without a Plan, leading 
to speculative applications in the Green Belt 
and uncontrolled and unsuitable 
development. 

Tandridge Council Leader Catherine Sayer (a 
former Trustee of CPRE Surrey) said: “The 
Local Plan has so far cost Tandridge taxpayers 
more than £3million. We put forward the 
alternative option to try to salvage at least 
some of the work and to put a sound Plan in 
place. In light of the Inspector’s latest letter, 
the Council is considering the next steps 
carefully before replying and he has helpfully 
given us some time to do so.” Local Plan 2033 
- Tandridge District Council 

 

Oxford Real Farming Conference 

The Oxford Real Farming Conference (ORFC) 
was started in 2010 by Colin Tudge and Ruth 
West (founders of the Campaign for Real 
Farming) and agricultural writer Graham 
Harvey, to highlight the alternatives to 

http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2881-the-future-of-the-english-countryside-a-series-of-online-lectures-to-celebrate-cpre-oxfordshire-s-90th-anniversary?tmpl=component&print=1
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2881-the-future-of-the-english-countryside-a-series-of-online-lectures-to-celebrate-cpre-oxfordshire-s-90th-anniversary?tmpl=component&print=1
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2881-the-future-of-the-english-countryside-a-series-of-online-lectures-to-celebrate-cpre-oxfordshire-s-90th-anniversary?tmpl=component&print=1
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2881-the-future-of-the-english-countryside-a-series-of-online-lectures-to-celebrate-cpre-oxfordshire-s-90th-anniversary?tmpl=component&print=1
https://www.tandridge.gov.uk/Planning-and-building/Planning-strategies-and-policies/Local-Plan-2033-emerging-planning-policies/Local-Plan-2033
https://www.tandridge.gov.uk/Planning-and-building/Planning-strategies-and-policies/Local-Plan-2033-emerging-planning-policies/Local-Plan-2033
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conventional farming and to offer all farmers a 
different kind of farming conference. 

It has developed over the years to become the 
unofficial gathering of the agroecological 
farming movement in the UK, including organic 
and regenerative farming, bringing together 
practising farmers and growers with scientists 
and economists, activists and policy-makers in 
a two-day event every January. Working with 
partners, the conference offers a broad 
programme that delves deep into farming 
practices and techniques as well addressing 
the bigger questions relating to our food and 
farming system. 

ORFC is an important and pivotal moment in 
the calendar for the food and farming 
movement, and is an opportunity for CPRE 
groups to show their support for a new 
generation of agroecological farmers and 
environmentally sustainable farming 
practices.  

The 13th annual ORFC will take place in Oxford 
on the 6th and 7th January, with half-day 
workshops on the 5th. For tickets and further 
details on the conference programme, please 
go to About - Oxford Real Farming Conference 
(orfc.org.uk) 
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CPRE South East eBulletin is edited by Andy Smith, an 
independent writer on countryside and heritage 
matters, on behalf of the SE regional group of CPRE. 
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wordsmithreviews@yahoo.co.uk. Views expressed in 
this eBulletin are those of the editor and do not 
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https://orfc.org.uk/about/
https://orfc.org.uk/about/

